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OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF 
Foreword 

Vfhile  recently  visiting  Mrs..  TTel Is  A.  Sherman,  widow  of  our  former  Fruit  and 
Vegetable  Division  Chief,  she  remarked  that  one  of  Mr.  Sherman's  most  prized  pos- 
sessions was  the  gold-lettered,  leather-bound  volume  "Our  English"  which  contains 
the  many  letters  his  associates  in^the  Branch  (then  called  a  Division)  wrote  to 
him  upon  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  in  1933*     In  looking  through  "Our  English" 
I  discovered  that  Mr,  Sherman  had  carefully  placed  therein  a  "Code  of  Ethics  for 
Professional  and  Administrative  Employees"  written  by  him  in  1932.    The  soundness 
of  his  presentation  and  its  applicability  to  our  everyday  official  work 'so  im- 
pressed me  that  I  requested  Mrs.  Sherman* s  permission  to  borrow  it    so  that  Divi- 
sion Chiefs  of  the  Branch  might  read  it. 

Mr.  Meyer  and  I  have  concluded  it  should  be  shared  with  all  our  employees. 
Indeed,  every  public  official  should  be  guided  by  it.    Those  of  us  who  knew 
Mr.  Sherman  so  well  realize  it  was  his  constant  endeavor  to  practice  the  policies 
he  has  so  ably  presented.     The  entire  manuscript  will  be.  published  (in  successive 
instalments)  in  this  and  subsequent  editions  of  the  Administrative  Letter.     It  is 
hoped  each  employee  will  study  and  follow  it  to  the  letter.    '.Thy  not  memorize  each 
point  Mr,  Sherman  made?     In  so  doing,  the  reader  and  the  Department  will  profit 
immeasurably. 

Paul  M.  VTilliams 
stant  Chief. 


CODE  OF  ETHICS 
*    FOR  PROFESSIONAL  AjD  ADMINISTRATIVE  EMPLOYEES 
BY  TJELLS  A.  SHERMAN 
1868-  1939 

part  1.    Meaning  of  My  Oath. 

1.  I  am  sworn  to  serve  the  public;  therefore,  the  welfare  of  the  service  and 
its  value  to  the  public  shall  always  be  dominant  over  every  consideration  of  per- 
sonal advantage,  personal  sympathy,  or  personal  friendship. 

2.  There  is  no  reservation  in  my  oath.     It  binds  me  to  the  strict  and  complet 
observance  of  every  law  and  regulation  enacted  or  promulgated  under  the  authority 
of  the  Constitution.     I  shall  therefore  observe  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
every  such  law  and  regulation  in  every  detail  and  at  any  necessary  sacrifice  of  tim 
convenience,  or  personal  advantage. 
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3»     If-  "I  violate  any  ].aw,  regulation,  or  established  official  policy  either 
by  error,  inadvertence,  or  under  stress  of  apparent  necessity,  I  shall  immediately 
make  a  record  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  for  the  information  of  the  proper  . 
official. 

1+.     I  am  bound  to  accept  loyally  the  official  policies  of  those  lav/fully 
charged  with  responsibility  therefor  even  though  they  be  at  variance  with,  or  an- 
tagonistic to,  my  own  economic  or  political  views,  my  business  judgment,  or  my 
personal,  official,  or  financial  interests  or  those  of  my  friends.     If  any  of  these 
considerations  prevent  my  rendering  a  continuous,  energetic,  and  devoted  service  to 
the  public  under  the  policies  lawfully  adopted  I  shall  obtain  a  transfer  or  resign. 

5«    Any  departure  from  punctilious  truthfulness  violates  my  oath.  Therefore, 
every  official  statement  I  make,  every  paper  I  sign,  every  personnel  action  I 
recommend,  every  result  which  I  claim  for  my  work  shall  be  such  as  can  stand  in  tho 
white  light  of  complete  disclosure.     If  that  which  I  desire  requires  a  v/aiver  of  a 
regulation  I  shall  ask  for  a  waiver  but  I  shall  not  warp  the  truth  in  a  statement 
in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  regulation. 

ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES  SEOTIOU 

ApVIS_EJ"aBHIITGTOK  AJMINISTm£I^_OFFICE  ^MEDIATELY  0F_A1Y_CH/^QE  J[Nj:OOPE&'£IVE 

Sjary 

TTith  reference  to . cooperative  salaries,   it  is  important  that  the  Washington 
Administrative  Office  be  immediately  advised  by  the  employee  concerned  of  any 
change  in  the  source  of  his  cooperative  salary,  as  well  as  any  change  in  the  amount 
of  thd  salary.     Occasionally  an  employee  may  work  under  provisions  of  a  cooperative 
ly  arranged  salary  in  one  State  and  then  go  temporarily  to  another  State  under  some 
what  similar  arrangements. 

ABUSE  OFJLEASED  ^71  RE_S YS_T E^I 

Again  it  becomes  necessary  to  remind  each  office  having  access  to  the  leased 
wire  facilities  to  use  it  only  when  action  is  urgent. 

Use  the  regular  or  air  mail  service  more  frequently  -  particularly  on  Satur- 
days when  it  is  known  that  action  in  the  matter  cannot  possibly  be  taken  before  the 
following  week. 

If  it  is  essential  to  send  a  leased  wire  message  it  is  equally  important  that 
it  be  prepared  with  the  fewest  number  of  words  consistent  with  clarity. 

The  same  principles  are  applicable  in  the  drafting  and  transmission  of  com- 
mercial wires. 

Do  not  use  Mthe  wire"  for  mere  convenience. 

Operating  costs  should  be  kept  to  a  minimum  and  compliance  with  the  above  will 
eliminate  a  large  percentage  of  unnecessary  expense. 

SCIffiDULES  OF_COLLECTJ.ONS 

Effective  immediately  titles  of  funds  shall  be  eliminated  on  all  Schedules  of 
Collections  (Form  IOI4I+,  Revised).     In  the  "Fund  to  be  Credited"  column  indicate 
only  the  Appropriation  Symbol  to  which  the  funds  are  creditable.     Be  sure  that  the 
correct  fund  Symbol  is  indicated. 
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GROUP  LIABH^TY  n:£UPi.NCE 

For  several  years  group  liability  insurance  has  been  made  available  to  em- 
ployees of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  War  Food  Administration,  who'  drive 
Government-owned  automobiles,  and  it  seems  desirable  to  inform  new  employees  as  to 
the  rates  charged  and  where'  the  insurance  may  be  obtained.     This  insurance  is 
written  by  Ralph  W.  Lee  &  Company,  I5O8  L#  St.,  N.  17. ,  and  Long  &  Curry,  Barr 
Building,  each  located  in  "Washington,  D.  C. 

Group  insurance  rates  per  year,  it  is  believed,  are  -approximately  $8.00  for 
personal  injury  damage  up  to  $5,000  for  one,  and  $10,000  for  two  or  more  persons 
and  for  property  damage  up  -to  §590QQ*     For  personal  damage  up  to  £10,000  for  one 
person  and  £20,000  for  two  or  more  persons,'  and  property  damage  up  to  £5*000,  the 
charge  is  Q9»20.« 

The  above  mentioned  firms  Have  advised  that  this  type  of  insurance  cannot  be 
sold  to  residents  of  certain  states.     The  list  follows  as  given  by  each  agency i 

Ralph  W.  Lee  and  Company  -  Louisiana,  New  Hampshire, ' New  York,  North  .Carolina, 
Texas,   Virginia  and  Washington. 

Long  &  Curry  -  Oregon  and  Washington* 

It  is  stated,  however,  that  employees  from  states  not  listed  above,  who  carry 
this  kind  of  insurance  are  fully  protected  when  temporarily  stationed  or  traveling 
in  the  states  listed. 

The  protection  runs  with  operation  of  Government -owned  cars  only,   or  cars 
assigned  to  Government  use. 

Employees  voluntarily  interested  in  obtaining  liability  insurance  should 
communicate  directly  with  one  of  the  above  mentioned  firms.    With" inquiries  there 
should  be  furnished  location  of  car.  make,  model  number  and  vear.  and  statement 
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whether  coach,  sedan,  or  coupe.     Do  not  send  checks  in  payment  of  premiums:; to 
this  office. 

The  rates  quoted  by  these  concerns  are  well  below  the  standard  rates  offered 
by  insurance  companies  covering  privately-owned,  passenger-carrying  cars  operated 
•for  personal  use. 

Approximately  three  years  ago,  when  an  item  similar  to  this  appeared  in  the 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Branch  Division  Letter,  a  field  employee  advised  this  office 
-.    that  the  insurance  company  with  which  he  had  the  regular  £5,000  and  $10,000  lia- 
bility policy  offered  for  an  additional  05  premium  a  so-called  nDrive-other-Car , 
Broad    Form"  which  carried  the  same  Insurance  in  case  of  accident  when  driving  a 
Government  or  other  car,  as  covers  the  driving  of  the  personally-owned  automobile. 
In  view  of  this  fact  it  is  suggested  that  all  employees  who  already  have  liability 
insurance  on  their  personally-owned  cars  inquire  of  their  insurance  companies  as 
to  the  possibility  of  this  additional  insurance  to  cover  liability  when  driving  a 
Government  car • 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  insurance  is  entirely  a  personal  matter 
and  each  employee  should  deal  individually  with  his  own  company  or  with  the  com- 
panies above  mentioned  in  negotiating  insurance  of  this  kind. 


W •  C .  Ha  sb r  ou  ck 

Administrative  Officer 
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FPESH  PRODUCTS  STAT DARD I ZAT I Oil  AID  INSPECTION  DIVISION 


msmmOl^StLmj^WJ^_^B.  l^SPECTIOH  "WILL  N0T_BE  LISTED  ON  DAILY  CAR  LISTS. 

Last  spring  all  offices  were  advised  that  car  numbers  of  apples  and  peers 
Inspeoted  in  Washington  State  would  be  omitted  from  the  daily  car  lists  for  the 
balance  of  that  season.     It  has  been  decided  that  those  numbers  will  also  be 
emitted  for  this  season.     Destination  inspection  offices  desiring  reports  on 
inspected  cars  should  either  wire  7;ashington,  D.  C.  or  wire  direct  -co  F.  E.  Bailey, 
203  Post  Office  Building,  Yakima,  "Tashingtcn.     If  a  wire  is  sent  direct  to  Bailey, 
be  sure  to  include  car  initials  and  number  and  also  name  of  the  shipper  and  shipping 
point. 

TEl^OR^RY  OR_SE££02j^  Tffi^QUARTERS_0F  ^H^PPIiTG^0IIW_I£SPECT_I0N 
For  Long  Island,  N,Y.  potato  reports  wire  Rochester  office. 
For  Massachusetts  potato 'reports- wire  Harry  K.  Jowers,  I4.7  G-pthic  St., 

Northampton,  Mass. 

For  Massachusetts  apple  reports  wire  ".'[alter  Piper,  State  House,  Boston,  Mass. 

or  our  Boston  office. 

For  Virginia  sweet  potato  reports  'Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  0nley,Va. 

For  Virginia  apple  reports  wire  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  I4.I7  North 

Camer  on  St . ,  Tfinche  s t  er ,  Va . 

For  "Jest  Virginia  apple  reports  wire  Federal-State"  Inspection  Service, 

Berkeley  Hotel  Bldg,,  Hart  ins  burr,  XL,  Va, 

E.  E,  Conklin,  Chief. 

FRUIT  MARKETING  DIVISION 

pj^CEJ-SE^OF  ^PI£S_F0R_I^JD-LEASE  STHPhENTJCO  G-RE.-T  BRITAIN 

The  October  quota  of  apples  amounting  to  about"  T50>Q00  -bushels,  was  easily 
secured  in  Eastern  apple  producing  areas  and  growers  were  generally  well  satisfied 
with  the  prices  they  received  in  spite  of  some  comment  in  the  press  to  the  effect 
that  TTar  Feed  Administration  prices  were  too  low.    The  sizes  purchased, namely, 
2  to  2-1/1;  inch  and  2-l/L.  to  2-l/2  inch,  are  not  in  great  demand  in  domestic  mar- 
kets unless  they  can  be  purchased  at  a  discount,  or  unless  larger  apples  are  not 
available • 

CiJ^I^^iJPPLE^S  ^0_UNITSD  STATES^ 

Canada  has  a  very  large  crop  of  applet  this  year  and,  under  an  agreement 
worked  out  by  industry  representatives  in  August,  a  considerable  quantity  i§  being 
received  in  U.  S.  Markets.    As  of  October  21,  a  total  of  65U  cars  had  crossed  the 
border  compared  with  56  cars  to  October  23  last  year. 

Total  U.  S.  shipments  to  October  21  were  15,335  cars,  so  the  importation  of 
65I4.  cars  from  Canada  is  a  small  factor  in  the  total,  and  as  the  Canadian  apples 
were  well  spread  among  markets  in  19  states,  it  is  not  felt  that  they  have  affected 
our  markets  to  any  great  extent. 
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APPLE  STORAGE 

Early  in  September  the  situation  with  respect  to- cold  storage  space -for  apples 
in  the  Central  and  Eastern  States,  particularly  in  Ohio  and  Uichigan,  appeared 
somewhat  alarming.  ■  Prompt  action  was  taken  for  the  removal  of  Government -owned 
commodities  from  the  "apple  houses"  and  from  public  cold  storages.     Surveys  were 
made  by  representatives  of  the  Office  of  Distribution  in  Ohio,  Michigan,  and 
Illinois.     These  representatives  also  collaborated  with  the  committees  already 
appointed,  the  functions'  of  which  arc  to  act  as  clearing  houses  between  the  cold 
storages  and  growers  needing  space  f-or  apples.     Through  these  efforts  additional 
space  was*  90 cured  in  public  and  private  cold  storage  plants.    The  situation  is  be- 
ing watched  closely,  although  at  the  present  time  it  looks  much  less  alarming  than 
a  month  ago. 

AFPL2  PURCgASEjroER  L-6lja 

approximately  l+lOjOCJO  bushels  of  apples,  blown  from  trees  in  the  Northeastern 
states  during  the  hurricane  on  September  IZ4.,  have  been  purchased  under  L-8l>a  and 
further  purchases  arc  being  made, 

Charles  *.7.  Smith, "regional  director  of  food  distribution,  and  Donald  E.  "Vil- 
cox,  regional  supervisor  of  the  Office  of  Distribution,  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Branch, 
advise  that  the  19-Ui  California  fruit  pack  is  the  largest  in  history  and  exceeds 
last  year's  pack  by  9*233*16?  cases. 

The  wind  up  of  this  season's  California  fruit  pack  shows  a  total  fo  28,633*557 
cases,  on  the  brsis  of  2ij.  number  2  1/2  cans  to  the  case,  according  to  figures  of 
the  California  Cmners  League.     The  19^3  total  was  19,^30,39*3  cases. 

Comparison  between  this  year  and  last  year  the  individual  manor  fruits  canned 
in  California  is  respectively  as  follows: 

Apricots'  —  7,953,697  cases,   (1,124,922);  cherries  —  259, i|02  eases, 
(lll3,6L.6);  pears  —  Itl0i-»7k5  cases,   (1,7^7,172);   cling  peaches  —  12,311,317  cases. 
( 10, 182,027)  J  ''freestone  peaches  —  357*595  cases  (536*697);  fruit  cocktail  — 
6,153*769  cases,   (5,621,001+) ;  mixed  fruits  —  163,032  cases,  (7^,922). 

TEKMII&TIOIl  OF  fCC  ^SRVTCB  .  ORDER  XO^  218 

The  above  service  order  was  issued  effective  at  12:01  a.m.,  p#w,t,  July  23* 
l9iw«     It  was  issued  at  the  request  of  the  ".or  Food  Adjaini  st  r  at  or  to  enable  Off  ide 
of  Distribution  to  schedule  shipments  of  California-Arizona  oranges'  to  an  orderly 
marketing  pattern.     This  has  resulted  in  extending  the  marketing  period,  thus  pre- 
venting the  depletion  of  the  supplies  of  oranges  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the 
19^44-45  season  in  Florida.     The  service  order  was  terminated  effective  lli59  p»ia« 
F.w.t.,  October  li|,   19mU»     This  action  v/as  taken  on  the  request  of  the  Office  of 
Distribution  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  remaining-- Supplies  of  California  cringes 
were  so  limited  that  the  Orange  Administrative  Cor.:mittee  had  r*.  commended  that  there 
be  no  further  regulation  of  shipments  during  the  remainder  of  the  current  marketing 
season.    7,'ithcut  limitation  of  shipments  there  would  be  no  basis  for  computing  the 
permits  required  by  each  shipper  under  the  provisions  of  the  service  order  before 
he  could  ship  any  oranges  from  California  and  Arizona. 
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HURRICipE  DAI^GEJTO  FLORIDA  _CITRUS 

On  October  19,  19^+*  a  hurricane  passed  in  a  northeasterly  direction  from  the 
Gulf  Coast  of  Florida  throughout  practically  the  entire  citrus  producing  area  of 
the  state;  most  of  the  damage  being  done  in  De  Soto,  Hardee,  polk,  Orange  and  Lake 
Counties.    The  Bureau  of  agricultural  Economics  Crop  Reporting  Service  was  requested 
to  make  a  survey  of  damage  to  citrus  caused  by  this  storm.    A  very  preliminary  esti- 
mate of  such  damage  indicates  crop  losses  as  follows:  Grapefruit  -  I4O  per  cent, 
Oranges  -  15  per  cent,  and  Tangerines  -  approximately  10  per  cent.     The  damage  to 
early  and  midseason  oranges,  according  to  this  preliminary  report,  amount3d  to 
approximately  2l\.  per  cent.     It  is  difficult  at  the  present  time  to  determine  the 
extent  of  the  damage  to  Valencia  oranges.     It  is  believed,  however,  that  1 5  per  ceni. 
of  all  Florida  oranges  have  been  lost  due  to  the  hurricane.     The  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics  reports  the  greatest  loss  in  Polk  County. 

Damage  to  citrus  trees  was  serious  only  in  spots;  large  trees  suffering  most. 
The  foregoing  estimates  do  not  include  bruised  fruit  still  on  the  trees  wh: 3h  will 
drop  within  the  next  two  to  three  weeks.  It  is  doubtful  that  much  of  the  fruit  on 
the  ground  can  be  salvaged,  as  only  a  few  canneries  are  ready  to  open,  and  much  of 
such  fruit  is  too  green  to  be  utilized.  The  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  will 
issue  a  revised  estimate  of  damage  to  citrus  from  the  hurricane  as  soon  as  it  is 
possible  to  gather  the  necessary  data. 

It  is  expected  that  adjustments  in  the  price  ceilings  of  Florida  citrus  for 
fresh  use  will  be  made  by  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  shortly. 

D.  F.  McMillen 
Acting  Chief. 

VEGETABLE  MARKETING  DIVISION 

VEGETABLE  &URPLUSES 

Efforts  are  continuing  to  stimulate  movement  of  onions  through  trade  channels, 
prices  at  western  shipping  points  have  strengthened  somewhat  as  compared  with  prices 
during  the  first  half  of  October.    Additional  requirements  for  dehydrated  onions 
have  been  found  which  will  require  I4OO  to  500  cars  of  western  onions.    New  Mexico 
has  been  added  to  the  list  of  western  states  where  onion  surpluses  exi  ;t  and  a 
request  has  been  made  for  purchasing  New  Mexico  onions  for  relief  distribution. 
Purchases  have  been  made  of  onions  in  other  western  states. 

Other  vegetables  for  which  Government  purchases  have  been  made  or  requested  in 
an  effort  to  relieve  surplus  situations  in  the  last  two  weeks  include  beets  in 
Illinois  and  in  New  York  City  and  Newark  Farmers'  Markets;   cabbage  in  ".Ti  scons  in  and 
sweetpotatoes     in  Virginia  and  North  Carolina;  and  snap  beans  in  a  number  of  Atis.ll*' 
tic  Coast  States. 

The  Marketing  programs  Division  has  rendered  marketing  assistance  in  finding 
outlets  through  regular  trade  channels  for  surpluses  in  certain  areas,  thus  avoiding 
the  necessity  of  Government  purchases.    As  examples  of  this  type  of  service  local 
surpluses  of  cabbage  in  North  Carolina  and  in  some  districts  in  the  Great  Lakes 
region  have  been  relieved  by  purchases  by  kraut  packers  after  their  attention  was 
directed  to  the  supply  situation  in  these  areas. 
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PRICE  CEILING  ACTIVITIES^ 

Spinach:    Following  widespread  damage  and  reduction  in  yields  in  the  spinach 
crop  Tn""dasTern  and  middle-western  producing  areas  due  to  early  fall  droughty  the 
Branch  recommended  an  increase  in  ceiling  prices  for  spinach.    An  amendment  to 
Maximum  price  Regulation  .   Ho #1+26  increases  the  ceiling  price  f .o.b.  Crystal  City, 
Texas  basing  point  from  $1.15  to  $1.60  a  bushel  basket  for  the  period  October  15 
through  November  10#    After  that  date  the  f.o.b.  ceiling  price  reverts  to  a 
bushel  basket. 

Florida  Hurricane  Damage :  A  preliminary  survey  by  the  Crop  Reporting  Service  of 
damage"  c"a"us"ed~~by  the  Florida  hurricsur©  indicated  severe  damage  to  all  truck  crops. 
The  Emergency  price  Control  Act,  as  amended  in  191+1+,  requires  an  upward  adjustment 
in  price  ceilings  in  cases  of  substantial  reductions  in  yields  due  to  floods, 
drought  or  other  natural  causes.    This  Branch  has  recommended  to  OPA  ceiling  price 
adjustments  for  snap  beans  and  cucumbers,  the  only  two  truck  crops  now  being  shipped 
from  Florida  under  ceilings. 

Edible  Tree  Nuts;    A  revised . price  regulation,  RMPR  1+90,  was  issued  by  OPA 
eff ecTive~0ctober~"l'8'.~"  The  two  principal  changes  from  the  preceding  price  regulation 
are:  .  , 

1.  Growers,  country  dealers,  packers,  processors  and  shellers  are  no  longer 
exempt  from  price-  ceilings  in  transactions  among  themselves. 

2.  Ceiling  prices  for  filberts  are  increased  slightly  to  bring  them  into  a 
more  accurate  price  relationship  with  walnuts. 

Sweetpotatoes:     The  f.o.b.  ceiling  price  for  sweetpotatoes  was  originally 
schedTTlUd"- to"  advance  ~$Q  cents  a  bushel,  effective  "November  11,     "By  agreement  with 
OPA  this  date  has  been  advanced  so  that  the  price  change  becomes  effective  November 

§.,,    •       y      '      .  ,-.  ■   :  -'  j| 

L.  S.  Fenn.  Chief.  ■ 

MARKET  NEWS  DIVISION  ... 

_HTmiCANE__D;i.IAGE  IN  FLORIDA 

The  fulT  extent  of  damage  to  fruits  .and  vegetables  in  Florida- from  the  hurri-' 
cane  of  October  18  and  19  has  not  been  officially  released  at  the  time  this  Admini- 
strative Letter  goes  to  press.  Reports  have  been  extremely  variable  and  due  to  the 
lack  of  communications  and  difficulty  of  travel  during  the  first  few  days  after  the 
storm,'  the  estimating  of  damage  was  a  slow  process.  The  following  cxerpts  from  a 
letter  from  Mr.  H.  F.  "Tills  on,  and  also  a  portion  of  a  report  issued  by  the  Jack- 
sonville office  of  the  Florida  State  Marketing'  Bureau  will  be  of  interest: 

"Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  damage  in  the^  immediate'  center  of  the  storm  is 
relatively  light.     For  example,  Tampa  proper  was  in  the  center  of  the  storm 
area  and  loss  there  was  comparatively  light.     The  vacuum  in  the  center  gets  off 
relatively  easy.    Districts  like  Pinellas  County  and  the  Ridge,  where  it  was 
commencing  to  get  pretty  dry,  had  heavy  loss  in  droppage.    Exposed  locations 
such  as  favored  cold  protection  often  took  a  licking  from  wind  damage.  After 
all  is  said  and  done,  there  is  really  no  rhyme  or  reason.  .  Snlvagc  will  ap- 
parently -be  relatively  light.     For  fresh  channels  many  packing  houses  are  still 
without  power  and  numerous  houses  suffered  considerable  damage.     Fruit  on  the 
ground  consists  of  all  stages  of  maturity  and  that  alone  complicates  matters. 
Damaged,  particularly  bruised  fruit,  that  doesn't  show  up  immediately,  is  quite 
a  problem.    Possible  cannery  utilization  is  far  from  favorable  at  best.     In  the 
first  place,  most  canners  didn't  expect  to  start  operating  until  around  the 
middle  of  November.    Many  canneries  are  held  up  temporarily  by  parts  such  as 
valves  which  they  hope  to  have  in  the  near  future  but  are  not  able  to  operate 
now."     (H.  F.  '.Tills on,  October  21). 


-8-      Fruit  and  Vegetable  Branch 

Administrative  Letter  Ho.  16  10/27/14; 

"There  was  a  lot  about  the  way  this  hurrican  acted  which  will  b  e  of  interest 
to  most  people  in  Florida,     The  line  of  the  storm  was  almost  due  north  from 
Havana,  Cuba,,  to  Florida,  the  center  of  the  1+0  mile  core  entering  the  state 
near  Venice  on  the  Gulf  Coast,  proceeding-  north  a  little  east  of  Tampa,  thence 
northward  east  of  Dunne 11 on  in  Marion  County  and  north  eastward  to  Jackson- 
ville and  out  into  the  Atlantic.     The  heaviest  winds  were  in  the  area  20-50 
miles  from  the  center  of  the  1+0  mile  wide  calm  area,  with  strong  winds  extend- 
ing on  each  side  of  the  center  for  more  than  I50  miles.    As  natural  to  a  hurri 
cane  the  stronger  winds  in  length  of  duration  and  intensity  were  to  right  side 
of  the  path  of  the  center  of  the  storm.     Lee,  De  Soto,  Hardee,  polk,  western 
parts  of  Highlands  and  Osceola,  Orange,  Seminole  and  Lake  on  the  right  side 
and  Pinellas  on  the  west  side  of  the  center  took  the  brunt  of  the  storm  with 
winds  of  65-7O  miles  and  officially  reported  gusts  of  90-108  miles  per  hour. 
Dade,  Broward,  palm  Beach,  Martin,  and  St.  Lucie  vegetable  areas  had  winds 
generally  of  1+0-60  mostly  miles  per  hour,  lasting  for  12  hours,  as 

against  stronger  winds,  but  of  less  duration  in  the  Lee,  Hardee,  polk,  Orange, 
Seminole,,  and  Lake  County  areas.    All  wind  and  rain  data  was  secured  from  the 
U.  S.  TTeather  Bureau.    The  main  force  of  the  storm  exerted  itself  over  the 
entire  citrus  areas  of  the  state,  including  the  vegetable  areas  in  Lee,  Hardee 
Sarasota,  Manatee,  Orange,  Seminole,  Marion,  and  St.  John  Counties.    As  a 
matter  of  fact  every  county    in  the  .istate  east  of  Tallahassee  had  winds  and 
heavy  rain  for  one  or  more  days. 

The  principal  vegetable  areas  for  which  we  have  records  showed  for  the  period 
October  15-22.  official  measured  rainfall  as  follows:     Homestead  "3 .1+8  inches, 
Miami  2.91,  '.Test  palm  Beach  9.39,  Belle  Glade  6.22,  Ft.  Pierce  9.58,  Ft.  Meyer 
h'&9,  Sarasota  3.83,  Bradenton  3.33,  Tampa  5.49,  S^nford  9»75*  Gainesville 
9*30*  Jacksonville  had  9°91  anc>-  Daytona  had  more  than  8  inches.    Most  of  the 
rainfall  was  on  October  18  and  19."     (Florida  State  Marketing  Bureau.) 

«££Z£%  WW? ER_VEGET^LE!_PR(BPEOTS  **'*** 

The  following  paragraph  from  a  letter  written  on  October  21  by  J.  A.  Hunter 
of  Fresno,  indicates  expected  acreage  of  winter  vegetables  in  Arizona: 
"preliminary  estimates  of  Arizona  F  &  V  Standardization  Service  indicate  for 
fhe  Phoenix,  Yuma,  and  Sahuarita  deals  important  increases  in  the  Fall  Vege- 
tables, with  indications  the  season  will  start  lightly  November  15«  Lettuce 
acreage  at  phoenix  proper  is  12,603  acres  compared  with  ll.l4.36  a  year  ago  and 
at  Yuma  17,885  compared  with  15,588  a  year  ago.     Carrot  plantings  this  season 
for  the  state  total  3,860  acres  compared  with  2,061+  last  season  and  there  are 
also  this  year  at  Arizona  point»s2,019  acres  of  broccoli  (300  more  than  last), 
11+95  £cres  of  cabbage  (300  less  than  last)  and  11+70  acres  of  cauliflower  (300 
less  than  last).    Trade  advices  on  the  Imperial  Deal  are  that  lettuce  acreage 
there  will  not  be  greatly  changed  from  last  season  and  it  is  felt  that  not 
much  commercial  tonnage  there  will  be  available  until  after  the  middle  of 
December  as  stands  in  the  early  fields  are  none  tco  good  as  a  result  of  spotty 
germination  because  of  the 'heated  condition  of  fields  at  planting  time.     It  is 
too  early  for  anything  reliable  in  the  Tray  of  Imperial  Valley  at  the  moment, 
however. 

*  $  *  *  *  * 


-9-    Fruit  and  Vegetable  Branch 

/.cbiinistrrtive  Letter  No.  16  IO/27/J4J4 


^DITIONjrO  CODE  j 

On  October  TI4.  all  offices  were  wired  to  add  to  the  GJDD-GOT  page  of  the  Code, 
G0DJJ5  -  No  srles,  market  closed  today,    This  is  to  cover  situations  such  as  not/ 
exist  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  where  the  markets  operate  011  a  five-day  week 
basis • 

Temporary  Field  Station  List  published  in  the  last  Administrative  Letter  remains 
unchanged" except  that:  the  Fresno  office  is  expected  to  close  on  November  10,  and 
the  Michigan  office  now  operated  in  Benton  Harbor  will  be  moved  to  Grand  Rapids 
October  30  c-n(-  first  reports  will  be  issued  from  there  on  November  1. 


C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  Chief, 


